Ulnar neuropathy caused by a widespread synovial cyst of the elbow joint in a patient with rheumatoid arthritis.
A 53-year-old man with rheumatoid arthritis presented with radiating pain, numbness, and diminished motor strength in the right hand according to the ulnar nerve functions. Magnetic resonance imaging and peripheral nerve ultrasound revealed a widespread cystic lesion descending from the elbow joint along the ulnar nerve over a length of 8 cm. After relapse under a therapeutic attempt with antirheumatic drugs, neurosurgical exploration was done using peripheral nerve ultrasound. A synovial cyst of the elbow was extirpated as a whole with subsequent anterior synovectomy. The postoperative course was uneventful with gradual recovery of function.